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students) ultimately pulled it 
together. 
 
Thank you to everyone who 
supported the musical from 
its first rehearsal to its last 
performance, and thank you 
to those who attended any or 
all of the shows! There’s truly 
no match for the excitement 
during St. Mary’s musical 
season! 
 
  

concepts to ponder. How far 
would you go for someone 
you love? 
 
Countless hours spent re-
hearsing after school and on 
weekends certainly paid off 
once the curtains opened and 
the cast and crew presented 
their interpretation of the 
musical. Although the rehears-
als undoubtedly had their ups 
and downs, Miss Ruhland’s 
and Mr. Kaminski’s constant 
support and dedication (along 
with the hard work exerted 
into every last detail by the 

Once On This Island is a Smash! 

By: Brianna Propis 
 
The weekend of March 15th, 16th, 
and 17th saw the stage of St. Mary’s 
High School’s Gus transform into the 
French Antilles archipelago in the 
Caribbean Sea, in which the peasants 
and rich persons (“Grand Hommes,” 
if you will) feuded over unsettled mat-
ters that began many years before our 
main characters told their story.  
 
Peasant Ti Moune, played by Macken-
zie Kwilos, fell in love with Grand 
Homme Daniel, played by Alex Denz, 
while nursing him back to health after 
he was in a near-fatal car accident. 
The classic tale about star-crossed 
lovers ensued, though Once On This 
Island puts a unique twist on the well-
known storyline through its numerous 
plot-twists, poignant ending, and a 
huge (human) heart.  
 
Through the help and occasional hin-
der of the gods— Papa Ge played by 
Jeffrey Rosner, Erzulie played by 
Christina Federico, Asaka played by 
Shala Wright, and Agwe played by 
Marten Linnan— Ti Moune took 
audiences on a Caribbean adventure 
while she herself endured a journey of 
self-discovery and realization. The 
story can easily leave audience mem-
bers with a somber heart, damp eyes, 
songs stuck in their head, and overall 
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(Above) The entire 

cast takes part in the 

closing number of 

Once On This Island, 

including Little Ti 

Moune, played by 

three different young 

actresses: Mrs. Rob-

erson’s daughters, 

Bailey and Sammy 

and Mrs. Drabik’s 

daughter, Alana. 

A2 

Letter from the Editor 

School News 

Calling all writers! 
 

Do you like to write?  Are you passionate about St. Mary’s?  Do you have a particular interest you’d like to share 

with an audience?   

If you answered yes to any of the above, then come join us at The Marian Gazette!  We are currently looking for 

student writers for all of our news sections.  If you are interested, please contact Student Editor Brianna Propis, 

Mrs. Roberson, or Miss Kawa. 

 
Dear Readers, 
 
 
 
Spring Break has finally arrived! The long-awaited two-week hiatus from staying up 
late to cram for tests and waking up during the wee hours of the morning is officially 
among us. Although AP and Regents exams are lingering around the corner (is it too 
soon to bring those up?), it's important to remember the importance of allowing our-
selves to take both a physical and mental vacation. It seems as if every time we’re 
able to take a deep breath and relax, there’s a responsibility or reminder hanging 
over our heads. 
 
 

I’m sure we can all agree upon the fact that these 16 days are much needed and well-
deserved. Whether you’re spending this break sunbathing on a beach in Florida or 
scrolling through Instagram and Twitter feeds on your couch, may we all live in the 
moment and enjoy the times we have off for all they’re worth. 
 
 

I hope you enjoy the April edition of The Marian Gazette, and I hope you all have a 
blessed Easter on Sunday! 
 

 

“Life moves pretty fast. If you don’t stop and look around once in a while, you could 
miss it.” 

 

-Ferris Bueller 
 
 
 

 

 
Sincerely yours, 
Brianna Propis 
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School News 

A3 School News 

Pi Day is About More Than Just Math 

 

St. Mary’s celebrated Pi Day 

on March 14th (3.14), but not 

just in math classrooms.   

 

Led by Ms. Schaffstall in the 

math department, students 

were asked to bring in store-

bought pies to donate to local 

Lancaster food pantries.  

When all was said and done, 

St. Mary’s donated over 500 

pies! That number is a whole 

lot more than 3.14! 

Members of St. Mary’s 

National Honor Society 

competed as a team in the 

Lancaster Youth Bureau’s 

annual trivia night held at 

St. Mary’s High School.  

Facing off against four 

other student teams from 

the Lancaster-Depew area, 

seniors Jake Was, Ryan 

Tytka, Zack Laistner, and 

Chelsea Okon (from left to 

right in the photo) took 

home the top spot.   

The night consisted of six 

rounds of ten questions per 

round, featuring categories 

ranging from history and 

arts and literature to  

science, entertainment, and 

sports. 

St. Mary’s also fielded a 

student team featuring 

members of Student Senate 

and a faculty team that also 

competed in the event, and 

both put in very impressive 

showings. 

A look at some of the pies donated by St. Mary’s students and families for Pi Day on March 14th. 

St. Mary’s NHS Team Wins Annual Trivia 
Night 

A4 

School News 

Important 2018-19 Calendar Announcements 

School News 

St. Mary’s Sends Contingency to Diocesan Youth Convention 
for First Time 

Earlier this month, St. Mary’s took 

a group of students to the Dioce-

san Youth Convention in Down-

town Buffalo, held at the Adam’s 

Mark hotel.   

From the Catholic Diocese of 

Buffalo website: "The convention 

is a weekend conference for high 

school youth and their adult chap-

erones. The weekend includes 

liturgy, reconciliation, keynote 

speakers, breakout sessions, award 

presentations & dance. It is a pow-

erful experience combining faith, 

fellowship, and fun."  

Take a look at some of our stu-

dents pictured here along with 

group leader, Deacon Robb Ciezki 

and other conventioneers. 

The administration has begun 

the process of laying out the 

calendar for the 2018-19 school 

year.   

As more details are filled in the 

closer we get to the end of this 

current school year, St. Mary’s  

wanted to make families aware of 

the larger breaks to appropriately 

plan for vacations, trips, etc. 

An email was sent out earlier this 

month detailing the dates, but 

please see below for a rundown 

of Christmas, February, and 

Easter breaks. 

As stated in the email, both a 

February and Easter break 

will be offered next year be-

cause Easter is quite late and 

other scheduling tweaks made 

this scenario possible. 
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 I once hula hooped for two hours 
straight, but sadly fell short of the 
world record.  

 I've been to over 100 concerts in 
my lifetime.  I've seen Dave Mat-
thews Band in concert 12 times. 

 I married into Irish royalty.  My 
husband's great-grandfather was 
king of the Blasket Islands be-
cause he was the only one that 
could read.  

 I played the clarinet for 10 years.  

 

 I am a member of St. Mary’s Eng-
lish Department  

 

 

Guess the Teacher 

Last month’s “Guess the Teacher” featured a 
few facts about Mr. Junik so here’s a more in
-depth interview with one of SMH’s finest: 

Q:  When did you start working at St. 
Mary’s and what has been your fond-
est memory? 

A:  “I started at St. Mary's in 2002. 

My fondest memory is winning the 
State Championship in Women's Bas-
ketball in 2010. I love those girls and 
loved that team!” 

Q:  Who is your personal hero and 
why? 

A:  “My Father... His personality and 
demeanor are what I try to emulate 
every day!”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Faculty Spotlight 

B1 Faculty Spotlight 

Staff Q & A with Mr. Junik 

Each month, The Marian Gazette will feature a different person in our “Guess the Teacher” section.  If you think you know 

who this month’s teacher is, submit your guess to Student Editor Brianna Propis at 19bpropis@student.smhlancers.org .    

Limit one guess per student and the first to submit the correct answer wins.  The winner will receive a Tim Horton’s gift card!   

Q:  What/who inspired you to be-
come a teacher? 

A: “I had a history teacher at Maryvale 
named Mr. Heffern. He brought histo-
ry to life for me, and I thought it was 
magic!” 

Q:  Knowing all that you do now, if 
you could give your high school stu-
dents any words of wisdom, what 
would you say? 

A:  “Make choices based on what is 
going to make YOU happy! Listen to 
others' opinions and advice but under-
stand that this is your life and you get 
to own it!”  

 

               Mr. Fay’s Corner 
A Blessed and Happy Easter to all the St. Mary's families. During the five 
weeks of April, the Catholic community will celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus. The gospel 
readings will recount the Resurrection itself, Thomas' doubt (perhaps our own) to be answered 
by Jesus' appearance to the apostles, and Jesus' link to the Father in the "I am the Good Shep-
herd & I am the Vine" statements (recall "I AM" is God's name as told to Moses). April be-
comes a time to celebrate spring, the dawn of new life on earth, and the opportunity to share in 
the "new life of salvation." It is a time when "hope springs eternal." 

Is it a coincidence that Easter Sunday and April Fools' Day occur together? Probably not! It is foolish to reject the 
mystery of Easter and the opportunity to experience the "Living Christ" sacramentally. It is foolish not to accept the 
forgiveness of sins and the chance for everlasting peace. It is foolish not to celebrate our faith, hope, and love as 
members of Christ's body.  

Easter (Resurrection Sunday) reminds us to rise above our sinfulness and our guilt, and to live the "new life" given to 
us by Jesus. Benedicat vos omnipotens Deus. twf+ 

Q:  Any piece of advice for students 
struggling to decide on a college universi-
ty or major? 

A: “Make sure your decision leads to the 
outcome you desire.” 

Q:   What do you miss about actually 
teaching in a classroom?  

A:  “I miss the daily interaction with 
students. Watching them struggle with 
something and then finally ‘get it’ is a 
remarkable feeling!”  

Q:   Anything else you'd like to share 
with The Marian Gazette readers?  

A:  “Everyone's path in life is different. 
Don't be afraid of that! Instead, find 
your inner passion and do everything in 
your power to make that happen.” 

C1 

After winning the Federation Champi-
onship this season, the men’s hockey 
team isn’t quite done picking up the 
hardware.   
 
Juniors Kyle Karoleski and Brendan 
Krawczyk and senior Lucas Prince, 
along with Head Coach Mark Danto-
nio, participated in the Bowman Cup, 
a very prestigious game for the best 
high school hokey players in Western 
New York. 
 
The Bee Newspapers named their All-
Bee Hockey Team, with 18 players on 
3 teams. St. Mary's was very well rep-
resented, with goalie Kyle Karoleski 
on the First Team, forward Brendan 
Krawczyk named to the Second Team, 
and defenseman Sam Dantonio 
named to the Honorable Mention 
Team. A special shout out to Coach 
Dantonio on being named the Bee's 
Coach of the Year in Western New 
York! Well deserved!  
 
We can’t wait for next season!  

 
 

Sports 

Sports 

Postseason Accolades Roll in for Men’s Hockey 

Spring Sports Information on the Web 

Looking to support your fa-

vorite spring sports teams in 

action?  Head to             

smhlancers.org to find the 

schedules for all upcoming 

games, and get the latest on 

who the Lancers will take on, 

where, and when! 

 

Go Lancers! 
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Sports 

C2 Sports 

Coach Woj’s Legacy Will Live On for Years to Come 

For years, Richard Wojciechowski, or 

“Coach Woj” as he was known, ruled 

the halls of St. Mary’s.  He was a fixture 

at all sporting events and in an account-

ing classroom.  Coach passed away 

March 2, 2018.  He was truly a Lancer 

legend, so let’s take a look back at the 

truly remarkable life he lived: 

 

Legendary Western New York sports 

figure and pioneer of St. Mary’s High 

School, Richard (Dick) Wojciechowski 

(Woj) passed away after a long battle 

with cancer on March 2, 2018.  He was 

90 years old. 

Born on October 8, 1927, Woj lived in 

the world of sports, playing football, 

baseball, and basketball at Depew high 

school for legendary coach, Emmett 

Dawson.  He was often call “The 

Horse” because he led his teams in 

many statistical categories and worked 

as hard as anyone on the field.  Woj 

then moved onto Niagara University 

with a football scholarship and was 

drafted by the Green Bay Packers in 

1951.  While in college, he received his 

Bachelor’s degree in business. 

After college, Woj served in the Korean 

War, and it was within this time frame 

that he met his wife, Lillian.  The two 

shared 46 years of marriage before 

Lillian’s passing in 1998 and had three 

children together – Phyllis, Pat, and 

Rick – all graduates of St. Mary’s High 

School in Lancaster. 

Woj, himself, spent over five decades of 

his life in service to St. Mary’s  He was 

hired in the Fall of 1954 to teach and 

coach at the school.  He coached foot-

ball from 1956-1978, resurrecting a 

dormant program and leading the team 

to league titles in 1960 and 1963.  Woj 

also coached basketball from 1954-1986 

and baseball from 1955-1992, bringing 

home baseball championships in 1970,  

1980-82, 1991-92.  Woj was also the St. 

Mary’s Athletic Director for 35 years, 

through 1999 and was instrumental in 

developing the St. Mary’s outdoor ath-

letic complex as well as the state-of-the-

art Athletic Center that opened in 2004.  

After his “retirement,” Woj remained a 

fixture in the St. Mary’s hallways, serv-

ing as Financial Director of the school 

and assisting in the Development Of-

fice and with alumni relations. 

“He was truly a great man.  This is not 

only a loss for St. Mary’s, but all of 

Western New York,” said Kevin Kelle-

her, Head of School at St. Mary’s.  

Kelleher was also a student of Woj’s at 

St. Mary’s and later worked with him at 

the school.  “All of us are together in 

our sadness, mourning, and honoring 

his life.  We are all Lancers, and he was 

the most profound Lancer of all.” 

 

Aside from the legacy he left at St. 

Mary’s, Woj was also a fixture in the 

landscape of Western New York sports.    

He was the president of the Monsignor 

Martin High School Athletic Associa-

tion for nearly 30 years (1981-2008) and 

was a founding board member of the 

WNY Coaches Association.  In fact, 

each year, the Monsignor Martin’s De-

fensive MVP is named in his honor. 

The legacy of a man like Dick 

Wojciechowski is one that lives on years 

after his death.  He is remembered as a 

man having a warm sense of strength 

and an aura of both fairness and disci-

pline.  He was a giant within the Lan-

caster-Depew community and Western 

New York at large, and his guiding 

hand in the athletics arena will continue 

to prevail. 

 

D1 

Do you have an original po-
em you’d like to share? Is 
there a cover or original song 
you’d love to perform in 
front of an audience? If so, 
St. Mary’s is hosting the per-
fect event for you! 

The second annual Java Jive 
will take place on Friday, 
April 20th at 7:00 p.m.! 
You’re able to read your own 
poetry, perform a song, or 
simply watch some of St. 
Mary’s talented students from 
an audience’s perspective. 

Tickets are $5 each, and 
they’re available for purchase 
from Mrs. Roberson. See her 
if you’re also interested in 
signing up to perform.  

The Arts 

The Arts 

Java Jive to be Held April 20th  

Evening of Fine Arts Set for April 26th  

The last, major event for the 

Arts Department will take 

place Thursday, April 26, 

2018.  Evening of Fine Arts 

puts the best of the best on 

display, including students’ 

remarkable artwork—

paintings, ceramics, draw-

ings, photography, and other 

media. 

Aside from an art gallery, 

students will also perform 

dance pieces, sing songs, 

and play various instruments 

for the audience. 

Doors will open for the art 

gallery viewing at 6:00 p.m., 

while the performances  

will begin at 7:00 p.m.   

A couple members of St. 

Mary’s performing arts past 

will also be honored, with an 

induction ceremony into the 

St. Mary’s Performing Arts 

Hall of Fame that evening. 

Awards for current student 

performers honoring their 

body of work throughout 

the year will also be present-

ed during the evening by 

arts chairperson, Ms. Ruh-

land. 

As once written by Walt 
Whitman in Song of Myself, “I 
sound my barbaric yawp over 
the roofs of the world.” 

Take this opportunity to 
uniquely express yourself and 
sound your own “barbaric 
yawp” by taking part in the 
declaration of poetic prose or 
musical symphony, whether 
you’re onstage or cheering on 
your friends. 

We hope to see you there! 
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Know any alumni who have moved, had a baby, celebrated an engagement, just got a 

promotion, or experienced another exciting life event? 

Let us know at smhlancers.org or by contacting Dean of  Advancement & Alumni Re-

lations Amanda Rebeck at arebeck@smhlancer.org or 716-683-4824 ext. 237. 

Alumni Updates 

Class of 2008 alumna Jordan 

Hokaj performed at Buffalo Iron 

Works earlier this month, alongside 

Buffalo-native Edalo at “Edalo - A 

Rock Autism Event” sponsored by 

Rock Autism, Sensu Music, and Buffa-

lo Iron Works.  

Jordan is featured on two songs on 

Edalo's latest album, California Rush - 

available now!  

 

 

Alumni News & Updates  

E1 Alumni News & Updates 

Adam Page ʼ10 Brings Home the Gold 

It’s a three-peat!  Congratulations are in order for the USA 

Paralympic Sled Hockey Team, who brought home gold for 

the third straight Paralympics.  St. Mary’s Class of 2010 

alumnus, Adam Page, has been a member of the team in 

each of the past three gold medal-winning Paralympics. 

This year, Team USA defeated Canada in overtime to bring 

home the gold. 

In 2010, Adam was a senior at St. Mary’s and participated 

in his first Paralympics while attending school.  He brought 

home his first gold medal to St. Mary’s, which was an 

amazing experience for our students.  Adam plans to be 

involved with the Niagara Cup-champion St. Mary’s men’s 

hockey team upon his return, so it should be a wonderful 

Lancer homecoming once again! 

 Photo courtesy of USA Hockey 

Jordan Hokaj ʼ08 Brings Down the House 

 

F1 

Student Beat  

Student Beat 

 

Buffalo—Up Close & Personal 

Junior Alyssa LaMartina is back to present her gorgeous photography of different landmarks she has shot in and around Buffalo 

and also to discuss the history associated with these pictures.   

This month, Alyssa takes us to Delaware Park to find some beautiful, hidden gems. 

By: Alyssa LaMartina 

Frederick Olmsted is a renowned architect who has designed several incredible historical landscapes and buildings throughout Buffalo. 

Some of these include the beautifully crafted Richardson Olmsted Complex, Parkside Neighborhood, and Forest Lawn Cemetery. How-

ever, possibly the most acclaimed and utilized architectural accomplishments of his are the several parks designed and created in Buffalo.   

An especially well-known area is Delaware Park. The journey began when Frederick Olmstead arrived in Buffalo in 1868. The plan was 

to try and find a suitable location for a main park, however, Olmstead proposed a plan of his own: to build six parks throughout Buffalo 

that were connected by a series of avenues called parkways. It was completely contrary to the original plan and left the committee 

shocked. However, it was ultimately accepted after lots of persuasion on Olmstead’s behalf. After several laborious years of work, the 

park system Continued on p. F2 
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Student Beat 

F2 Student Beat 

Happy Easter! 

Scajaquada Changes Delaware Park Forever 

Continued from p. F1 

was finally complete. Huge 

trees with fanning leaves 

stretched across the park-

ways and provided an in-

clusive feel.  

In 1901, the Pan American 

Exposition was held in 

Buffalo, introducing 

Olmstead to a broad varie-

ty of architectural ideas. 

He was inspired to build 

several modernized build-

ings and structures 

throughout the park sys-

tem.  

Several years later, increas-

ing demands for transpor-

tation in and throughout 

the city enacted a sudden 

plan for a sunken highway 

that was put into place by 

the local government. The 

beloved avenues that con-

nected each park were 

broken as well as the resi-

dents’ hearts. In 1960, the 

Scajaquada Expressway 

was built straight through 

the middle of Delaware 

Park. Although this devel-

opment saddened those 

who once treasured the 

parkways, the parks con-

tinued to be popular in the 

community. Delaware Park 

is still beloved by Buffalo-

nians today and plays an 

important role in our local 

history. 

My photographs are of 

Hoyt Lake where Abraham 

Lincoln watches over from 

the back stairs of the His-

tory Museum. Also pic-

tured is the adjacent stone 

pedestrian bridge. Built in 

1887, it is the only remain-

ing structure from the 

original Olmstead plan for 

the park. 

If you haven’t been to 

Delaware Park yet, you 

should visit soon!  

 

 

F3 

Student Beat 

Student Beat 

 

Lancers Speak Their Truths 

In light of the school shooting in Parkland, FL and the nationwide walk-out that followed, Mrs. Powers asked some of 

her religion classes to journal about their thoughts relating to these topics.  A few were chosen to be reproduced in part 

here to get a feel for the many different feelings students are going through regarding a very complex topic. 

“I don’t think it’s right that several people took to social media 

to blame the President right away (school shootings have hap-

pened with other Presidents in office as well), rather than al-

lowing the friends and families of victims to grieve and honor-

ing the lives that were lost.  That being said, I like how our 

school made the walk-out more about honoring the lives of the 

victims than about politics... 

I think that the best way to create change is to have a biparti-

san solution.  If  Democrats and Republicans were able 

to effectively communicate with each other and under-

stand each other’s points of  view, I think that then 

progress could be made... 

I think we also need a bigger focus on the mental health of 

people because ultimately, it’s the people who are doing the 

killing, not the guns.  Drunk drivers kill people on a daily basis, 

but never does anyone blame the car...” 

             -  Caitlin Bish ʼ19 

“I feel as though our country has a lot to accomplish in the 

days, weeks, even years to come.  I think that our country 

is in desperate need of  kindness.  Kindness in the sense 

of respect, tolerance, and just simple courtesy.  There are many 

ways to go about spreading change in the world today, but in 

the end, people are our biggest asset in constructing change in 

the hearts of Americans and even worldwide…” 

            - Nick Pronobis ʼ19 

“I do feel that most shooters are loners/bullied kids and that is 

sad because any one person who is nice to them can completely 

change their thought process. I try to be nice to everyone, not 

just for that reason, but I just don’t think that it’s fair to be 

mean for no reason to someone who is different... 

I think the walk-out is a good and bad idea.  I truly think it 

doesn’t do much, but something like a prayer service is better 

because it unites us all in prayer and doesn’t involve anything 

political that could cause any arguments.  I do get that every-

one has their own beliefs and opinions, and I respect 

that…” 

    - Anonymous 

“I have grown up on a farm, with a rifle in my hand and 

pressed to my shoulder since I was five years old… 

I am a strong supporter of the Second Amendment.  30-40 

years ago, every pick-up truck in the high school parking lots 

had a shotgun in the back window gun racks, so boys could 

hunt after school.  The issue in society isn’t the gun, it’s 

the person.  Yes, no one needs an AR-15.  Yes, no one needs 

a fully automatic weapon.  But it is our right to be able to own 

one. Taking guns away will only hurt the ones who follow the 

laws because those that don’t will not turn in their weapons 

and will continue to hurt the innocent, who if guns are taken 

away, will be left defenseless.” 

     - Anonymous 

“This is not something that should be happening over and over 

again, with not enough being done to prevent future attacks.  

Sure prayer is something we can do to help console the victims 

and the families involved, but just prayer can’t solve this prob-

lem.  We need to go and take further action…Even now, 

after many shootings have occurred, a lot of adults aren’t taking 

kids seriously.  There are a lot of adults who believe teens aren’t 

mature enough to be fighting for change, but they didn’t grow 

up experiencing this fear that many high schoolers have nowa-

days… It’s frustrating to see adults that discredit teen arguments 

on this subject and call it stepping out of line because we 

shouldn’t be silenced on something that affects us.” 

                       - Julia Hartloff ʼ19 

“I am someone who wants to talk about this.  My family never 

wants to talk about anything unless it’s directly affecting them.    

‘A bunch of kids got shot? Well, it wasn’t you, so no one cares.’  

It infuriates me.  When Charlottesville was happening, I wanted 

to do something.  I wanted to help so bad…” 

    - Anonymous 

“How many lives need to be lost before Congress can 

agree on some level of  gun control?  It is absurd that an 

AR-15 can be purchased by an 18 year-old or for that matter, 

anyone outside the military… It was young people protesting the 

war in Vietnam, it was young people protesting for civil rights, 

and now young people protesting for sensible gun control.  

These young people will be tomorrow’s grown ups…” 

    - Anonymous 
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F4 Student Beat 

7 Reasons You Should Watch… 10 Things I Hate About You 

Junior Nicole Gorney is back to give 

her take on what makes 10 Things I Hate 

About You more than just a cult classic. 

By: Nicole Gorny 

1.  Role Models 

Not every role model is a superhero, 

powerful warrior, or a “chosen one”— 

sometimes they’re just regular people. 

The characters in this film consist of 

Kat Stratford (an antisocial senior who 

despises pleasing others), Patrick Vero-

na (a “bad boy” who’s paid to date 

Kat), Bianca Stratford (Kat’s bubbly 

and popular younger sister), and Camer-

on James (the new kid who has a crush 

on Bianca). Each character has their 

own story and personality, which allows 

them to uniquely contribute something 

special to the storyline. 

Kat and Bianca’s overprotective father 

doesn’t want Bianca to date, so he pro-

poses the idea that if Kat decides to 

date someone, then so can Bianca. Since 

Kat doesn’t like to live up to other peo-

ple’s expectations and finds high school 

boys to be grotesque, Mr. Stratford 

believes it’s the best way to ensure Bian-

ca stays single and under his control. 

When Bianca tells Cameron (who 

learned French to become her tutor) 

she can’t go out with him because of 

her father’s new rule, he enlists the help 

of conceited senior, Joey. Joey’s inter-

ested in Bianca as well, so he decides to 

help out because he’s led to believe he’d 

be the one taking out Bianca, when in 

actuality Cameron would. The worthy 

suitor they find to attempt to take out 

Kat is Patrick Verona, since Kat won't 

find his mysterious and dark qualities 

frightening— she might even find them 

alluring. 

The majority of the characters trans-

form through a story arc. Kat, though 

already a strong character, learns many 

crucial lessons that are up to each indi-

vidual audience member’s interpreta-

tion. Some might feel as if Kat simply 

learned to love, or possibly that she 
learned she doesn’t always have to be 
harsh and do the opposite of what eve-
ryone wants. Patrick gained compassion 
for Kat, Bianca grew to be less shallow, 
and so forth.  

2.  Heath Ledger 

The late actor, who prematurely passed 
away on January 22, 2009, took on the 
role of Patrick Verona in 10 Things I 
Hate About You as his first leading role 
in a film. After gaining success in this 
role, he starred in many other successful 
films, including Brokeback Mountain and 
The Dark Knight — both gained him 
additional critical acclaim. He received 
multiple awards, most notably his post-
humous Oscar for his role as the Joker 
in The Dark Knight. When witnessing his 
talent early on in his career through this 
film, it’s evident as to what an amazing 
actor he truly was. 10 Things certainly 
serves as a time capsule for one of his 
best performances.  

3.  The Crazy Parent 

On a lighter note, something that keeps 
the film truly memorable is Bianca and 
Kat Stratford’s father, played by Larry 
Miller. (Who one might know from The 
Princess Diaries as Mia’s hairdresser.) 
Stratford’s parenting style consists of 
always making decisions for his children 
and wanting to micromanage every as-
pect of their lives.  Though he doesn’t 
have much screen time as some of the 
other characters, he always seems to 
leave an impact on the audience 
(whether it’s through a memorable 
quote or making them laugh). Mr. Strat-
ford sets the plot in motion after Bianca 
expresses her desire to date, and he is 
opposed to the idea until he comes up 
with a solution.  The only way for Bian-
ca to date is if Kat does too.  This leads 
to a chain reaction of events that results 
in the eventual resolution of the plot.  
Another hilarious moment Miller’s 
character creates is when he forces 
Bianca to wear a plush pregnancy belly 
to a party as a way to warn her about 
the dangers of having “too much fun” 
while she’s out. 

4.  Good Lessons in Disguise 

When one of the characters has a per-
sonality trait that’s seemingly viewed as 
a disadvantage, I challenge any viewer 
to try and remember what it was. Cam-
eron’s devotion to Bianca serves as an 
example—some could argue that Bianca 
is merely a self-absorbed person and 
will eventually fall for Cameron after 
realizing how great he is, which is true,  
However, normally a character like 
Cameron wouldn’t address it, and 
would rather have faith in the person 
they’re going for. But when he address-
es the fact that Bianca played him as a 
fool, she admits that she was, at first, 
indeed playing him. Numerous other 
examples of possible character disad-
vantages having some form of uncom-
mon attribute to it are scattered 
throughout the plot. 

5.  Iconic Scenes 

Many of the most memorable scenes 
throughout this film involve one of 
Patrick’s antics—our sweetheart dis-
guised as a rebel. When he asked Kat to 
prom, he serenaded her with “Can’t 
Take My Eyes Off Of You” in front of 
everyone on the field during Kat’s soc-
cer practice, has a marching band come 
out, and was eventually chased down by 
the school’s security and dragged to 
detention. This scene is definitely one 
of 10 Things’ most well-known mo-
ments, and can still make any teenage 
girl swoon.  (Hey, it’s prom season, 
maybe some boys should take some 
notes on how to do it from Patrick Ve-
rona.) This scene actually leads to an-
other where Kat decides to cleverly 
break Patrick out of detention… you’ll 
just have to watch it for yourself!  Her 
relationship with Patrick really starts to 
blossom after they both publicly embar-
rassed themselves for each other. 
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The Quotes Make the Movie 

6.  Kat Stratford 

Now, I may have already talked 

about the film’s characters before, 

but, hear me out. Kat Stratford is 

one of the best (if not the overall 

best) characters in this movie. 

She’s not your typical female pro-

tagonist in a coming-of-age mov-

ie. Kat speaks her mind, isn’t 

afraid to be aggressive, and 

doesn’t care what people think of 

her. She learned her lessons early 

on, which taught her that just 

because everyone else is doing 

something, doesn’t mean she has 

to as well.  This is an important 

lesson for anyone, not just young 

girls. Although she already pos-

sesses quality traits, she still un-

dergoes character development.  

Throughout the film and partially 

thanks to Patrick, she learns that  

it’s okay to be aware of the fact 

that you don’t have to be com-

pletely different to be yourself; it’s 

okay to enjoy things that other  

people enjoy, and it’s okay to 

simultaneously hate and love 

certain things. 

7.  Quotes 

Like any good film, there will be 

some lines that stick with certain 

people long after the credits roll.  

10 Things is stacked with memo-

rable lines that range from inspi-

rational to downright hilarious. 

Personally, my favorite quote is 

spoken after Mr. Stratford asks 

Kat if she made anyone cry that 

day, to which she replies, “Sadly, 

no, but it’s only 4:30.” The film’s 

inspirational quotes aren’t deliv-

ered in cheesy or stereotypical 

manner.  Rather, audiences have 

to pay attention in order to catch 

them, which is the overall beauty 

of this movie.  It’s like a scaven-

ger hunt ― look for them!  

Photos courtesy of me.me 

Dear Daisy 

Hey Lancers, 

My name is “Daisy,” and I’m 

going to have my own column 

every month called “Dear Daisy.” 

It will be an anonymous advice 

column from an anonymous stu-

dent. 

High school is difficult. It’s where 

you meet lifelong friends, but you 

may lose some too, drama, 

grades, relationships, the list goes 

on and on. We all need as much 

support as we can get because 

high school may be some of the 

most fun years of your life, but it 

may also be some of the hardest 

years of your life. That is why I 

am here, to try to help all of you 

as much as possible.  

I will not be revealing my real 

name because I believe people 

may not feel comfortable listen-

ing to someone they are not close 

with discuss personal topics. I will 

cover a wide variety of things 

because there is always someone 

who is going through the same 

thing. If someone sees that some-

one else has similar struggles, 

there is a sense of comfort in not 

being alone in these things.  

I hope you all enjoy the column 

and know that there will always 

be someone there for you. You 

are not alone. 

 

 

I will also include an inspirational 

quote at the end of every column 

relating to the topic I chose to 

write about for that month.  For 

this month, I figured I would 

choose one that lends itself to the 

mission of this column: 

“Challenges are what makes life 

interesting and overcoming them 

is what makes life meaningful.”     

- Joshua J. Marine  

 

Sincerely, 

Daisy 

 

 

The Marian Gazette is 

pleased to introduce a 

new section in which an 

anonymous student will 

give a take on issues 

relevant to St. Mary’s 

students. 

Take it away, 

“Daisy…” 
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Upcoming Events 

Tickets on sale NOW in the 

Main Office!  

$35/ticket 7:00 p.m. 

7:00 p.m. 

Tickets on sale NOW with 

Mrs. Roberson!  

$5/ticket 

Tickets on sale NOW in the 

Main Office!  

$45/ticket 
Doors open at 5:00 p.m. 

Gallery– 6:00 p.m. / Performance– 7:00 p.m. 

Just come and enjoy! 

Event Spotlight! 

 

School Calendars - April 2018 

For the latest school calendar updates, please visit smhlancers.org. 


